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Safer or more dangerous? 
The  statistics of our Child Injury Surveillance System at Red Cross War Memorial Children’s 

Hospital indicate that the total number of children treated has been steadily declining over the 

last 3 years. This may indicate good news, but can also be attributed to improved paediatric trau-

ma care in the district hospitals (The new regional hospitals in Khayelitsha and Mitchell’s Plain).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Childsafe is currently in the process of designing a Digital Childhood Injury Surveillance System 

that will also be able to gather information on childhood injuries from other hospitals around 

South Africa. 
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Safer or more dangerous cont.. 
We are all aware that South Africa is a dangerous place and we go through major efforts to 

create a safer environment for ourselves. However, we often forget the adverse effects these 

efforts can have. The following are just a few examples: 

1. This year’s statistical information informs us that there was an increase of children being 

injured ‘caught between’. We have seen a serious increase of children being crashed after 

heavy security gates came either of the rails or just topped over while children were playing 

with it or in the vicinity. These gates can weigh hundreds of kilos and can cause extensive and 

even lethal damage to children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Our society is saturated with guns and the vast majority of gun owners state that they have 

them for protection. However, many children are shot, injured and even killed in cross-fire. 

Over the last few years, we have seen a sad increase of children presenting to our Trauma 

Unit with injuries from firearms. 

3. More and more electric fences appear within our suburbs. Although these fences are erected 

to protect us, they impose a great danger to children. The pulsing electrical discharge from 

these fences can cause an ongoing contraction of the respiratory muscles of a young child, 

thereby resulting in death by suffocation. 

 

 

 

Written by: Professor Sebastian van As 

Chair - Childsafe 

‘Killer Gate’ which fell on a 3 year old and caused his demise  
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Activities 

Donation of car seats 

In December 2017 Childsafe received an 

early Christmas present, a generous do-

nation of car seats from Wheel Well. 

This sponsorship came after reaching 

out to various other companies. Our aim 

was to give hospital patients who could 

not afford to purchase a car seat yet had 

been involved in a car crash and their 

child was unrestrained.  

These car seats are still being distributed 

to patients from Red Cross War Memo-

rial Children’s Hospital. Childsafe 

would like to thank Wheel Well for their 

continued support in creating a safer 

place for children in South Africa. 

 

 

 

 

Child Carer Training Course 

Through the funding received from 

Woolworths Trust, Childsafe organised 

a two day Child carer training course. 

Day 1 of the two day course focused on 

practical ways to prevent different acci-

dents in and around the home such as: 

road accidents, poisoning, drowning, 

choking, burns and general accidents. 

On the second day, the participants spe-

cifically focused on Paediatric First Aid.  

The two days were well received and the 

feedback was positive, mainly partici-

pants requesting for more of such cours-

es to be arranged for other child carers 

from their respective communities. 

Childsafe has planned to run similar 

courses in 2018. 

 

Participants during the training 

Childsafe team with the donation  
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Project Update 

Walk This Way 

Ten schools across Cape Town and Jo-

hannesburg received road safety educa-

tion training under the collaborative aus-

pices of the Department of Community 

Safety, Transport and Childsafe.  

Key lessons followed simple key messag-

es on the dangers of crossing the road; 

rules on how to cross the road; and 

where to cross the road. Child road safe-

ty messages were communicated in an 

instructional manner and included inter-

active and/or illustrative demonstrations 

by means video clips and ‘learning 

through play’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Live demonstrations followed to educate 

learners and enforce road safety 

measures of where to cross the road safe-

ly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moving forward, Childsafe alongside 

the road safety partners continues to 

look at innovative ways to educate chil-

dren interactively and this includes the 

live demonstration of a mobile pedestri-

an safety robot to learners to instruct on 

the management of a pedestrian robot 

when crossing safe places. Whilst every 

effort is made to reinforce road safety 

message through repeated learnings at 

regular intervals, children need to ‘learn 

through play’ using visual stimuli. 

 

 

 

 

A learner  proudly demonstrates 
 what he has learnt 

A police officer interacts with learners 
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Project Update cont.. 

Safe Travel to School Programme 

 

Launched in 2014, this programme has 

seen remarkable and unprecedented 

growth. The Programme is a collabora-

tion between Discovery and Childsafe 

aiming to help make the daily journey to 

and from school a safer one for children, 

by focussing on the learner transport 

driver.  

 

On the 29th of November 2017, 

Childsafe gathered more than 600 school 

transporters and road safety stakeholders 

to acknowledge the safest drivers at Ath-

lone Civic Centre. The top prize won a 

brand new 16 seater minibus, Nissan 

Impendulo (worth R395 000). This car 

was won by Mr Gamat Roopen, a 

school driver from Colorado, Mitchell’s 

Plain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yolande Baker joins Childsafe 

 

I am excited to join Childsafe team as 

Executive Director. Before this role, I 

spent 20 years working in Namibia, 

Swaziland and Tanzania with UNICEF 

providing technical support to govern-

ments establish and strengthen child pro-

tection systems. I am passionate about 

working with government, NGOs and 

communities to create safer environ-

ments for our children. My family and I 

moved here recently. In my spare time I 

hike, enjoy cooking and exploring Cape 

Town with my husband and 2 sons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left Themba Baloyi of Discovery, Mr 

Gamat, Shenaaz Raiman and Prof Sebastian van 

As of Childsafe 

Yolande Baker 

  

 
About 

Address: 

Red Cross War Memorial  

Children’s Hospital 

Klipfontein Road 

Rondebosch, 7701,  

Cape Town, South Africa 

Tel: 

+27 21 685 5208 

Fax: 

+ 27 21 685 5331 

Email: 

info@childsafe.org.za  

www.childsafe.org.za 

THE ORGANISATION 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Prof AB (Sebastian) van As 

Yolande Baker 

Pumla Mtambeka - Nyakaza 

Chiedza Mujeni 

NEWS, INFO OR COMMENTS? 

Write to: 

The Editor 

Childsafe News 

P.O. Box 791 

Rondebosch, 7701 

Cape Town, South Africa 

Childsafe South Africa 

A Campaign by the Child Accident Prevention  

Foundation of Southern Africa, a member of Safe 
Kids Worldwide 

How to donate/become a  

member? 

Get in touch via email, phone or mail for more 

information. 

 

Connect With Us 

 

 

 

 

        Childsafe SA        @ChildsafeSA 
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