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Overview 

1. Introduction (Sebastian) 
 

2. Safe Travel to School Project (Kay) 
 

3. Walk-This-Way (Najuwa) 
 

4. Pedestrian Safety Research Concept (Marianne) 
 

5. National Workshops (Teri) 

 





 
1. Eradicate poverty and hunger 

2. Achieve universal primary education 

3. Promote gender equality 

4. Reduce Childhood Mortality 
5. Improve maternal health 

6. Combat infectious diseases 

7. Ensure environmental sustainability 

8. Develop a global development partnership 

 
 

 

 

Millennium Development Goals 
 





1. What is the situation? 



  Africa 
•2nd biggest Continent 

•1 Billion people 

•500 million children 



South Africa 

 

 

 

 

• Approximately 54 million people 

• Approximately 20 million children 

• Approximately 500 000 Disabled children 

 

 

 

 



   Childhood Deaths 

 



Ratio Adults/Children 

  
          
  
  

Age 

18 

                         



 Trauma a leading cause childhood deaths 

 Approximately 1 million deaths annually 

 

1. Motor Vehicle  Crashes 
 -Pedestrian (70%) 

 -Passengers (30%) 

2. Drowning 

3. Burns 
 

Childhood Injuries 
 



WHO 

 
TRAUMA NUMBER 

1 KILLER IN 2020 



World Health Assembly 

 Decade of Action: 

 

BRINGING DEATHS DOWN BY 50%  

  in the decade 2011 – 2021 

 

 Currently (2017) no reduction as yet… 

 







Each number is a vulnerable child    MDG 4 





Statistics 

 Annually 8000 children    
die as a result of 
unintentional injuries 

 

 Child in SA 25 times more 
chance to end up in 
hospital as compared to 
the UK 

 

 



How can we make the world 
safer for children? 

 
What can we do to reduce 

childhood deaths? 



1. No children under the age 
of 8 ever alone in traffic 

 
2. All children strapped in 

HOW TO MAKE SOUTH AFRICA SAFE FOR CHILDREN? 



First recorded Car Crash in Africa 

Maitland level crossing on 
1st October 1903 

A new Darracq, driven by 
Charles Garlick hit on the 
rails by the Johannesburg 
Express 

 

Since then over half a million people died  

in South Africa alone 



SA ranked worst out of 36  
in global road safety report 

Over 17.000 deaths a year 
47 DEATHS A DAY 
 



Overcrowding 



Kommetjie Road 



 

Safety Belt usage 
 



Traffic related injuries in children 



Children (n= 313) 

 Red Cross Children's Hospital  



Conclusion 

      

     Strap your children in!! 



Do you drive as  safe with your children 

as this guy with his eggs?  



John Adams in transport      John Adams on arrival 



Background 
 

200 - 300 children passengers annually 

 



Safety Belt use in Cape Town 



Childsafe 

Travel Safe Poster 



Child Vulnerability 



Child Vulnerability 



General Principles 



 Economy  



Minister Ben Martins (2014) 

 Cost of Car Accidents in South Africa: 

 306 Billion Rand 
 

 Total health budget: 

 134 Billion 



Real Disasters 
Estimated global number of deaths annually 

 

• Terrorists            5 000 

 

• Armed Conflict      370 000 

 

• Motorcar Crashes   1 400 000 

 

 MDG 4 



• There is little as sad as losing a child in traffic 

 

• All traffic crashes are preventable 

 

• We have to work together to fight this forgotten 

pandemic 

Conclusions 



 
Our world is created mainly by adults for adults 

and children often get a hard deal! 

Child Safety starts with all of us! 

 



Nelson Mandela 

  

 

“A better society will and must be measured 
by the happiness and welfare of the children 

 

at once the most vulnerable citizens in any 
society and the greatest of our treasures”  



 

      Thank You 

 


